
RECOMMENDED READING FOR THE BIG GAME HUNTER 

Our Subjective List of the Top 51  

 

 AUTHOR TITLE SUBJECT 

    

 Annabel, Russell Hunting and 

Fishing in Alaska 

His classic work on this subject 

 Aschan, Ulf The Man Whom 

Women Loved 

The biography of the amazing Bror Blixen 

(Husband of Isak Dinesen) 

 Babcock, Havilah  I Don’t Want to 

Shoot an Elephant 

Great upland game stories by one of the 

best in this field 

 Batten, John The Best of Sheep 

Hunting 

One of the best anthologies of sheep 

hunting written 

 Beard, Peter End of the Game African Photo/Narrative – a tour de force 

 Bell, W.D.M. The Wanderings of 

An Elephant Hunter 

Astounding feats by one of the greatest 

elephant hunters 

 Bickel, Lennard Mawson’s Will Arctic survival 

 Bull, Bartle Safari, A Chronicle 

of Adventure 

One of the best historical perspectives of 

African exploration’s evolution into safari 

hunting  

 Burden. Douglas Look to the 

Wilderness 

Worldwide hunting experiences 

 Burger, John Horned Death No better cape buffalo hunting book has 

been written 

 Burnham, Frederick Scouting on Two 

Continents 

N.A. & Africa adventure 

 Capstick, Peter Death in the Long 

Grass 

African hunting adventure – Riveting style 

 Cloete, Stuart Turning Wheels Epic South African story 

 Corbett, Jim Maneaters of 

Kumaon 

Tiger hunting – There is only one Jim 

Corbett 

 Daly, Ron Reid Selous Scouts Rhodesian independence war stories 

 Debogory, Eugene Roaring Dusk Wild African adventure 

 Dinesen, Isak Out of Africa The classic African story 

 Gates, Elgin A Trophy Hunter in 

Asia 

Marco Polo sheep hunting at its best 

 Hall, Richard Lovers on The Nile Exploration of Africa by Samuel Baker and 

his wife 

 Hemingway, Ernest Green Hills of 

Africa 

African safari hunting 

 Hemingway, Ernest Hemingway on 

Hunting  

Including the short stories:  The Snows of 

Kilimanjaro and The Short Happy Life of 

Francis Macomber 

 Hill, Howard Hunting the Hard 

Way 

The number one bowhunting book 



 

 Holman, John P. Sheep and Bear 

Trails 

Alaskan and British Columbian hunting in 

the 1930’s 

 Hunter, J.H. Hunter His classic African book 

 Huxley, Elspeth The Flame Trees of 

Thika: Memories of 

an African 

Childhood 

An East African classic 

 Johnson, Martin Camera Trails Over 

Africa 

Exploring and hunting in Africa 

 Johnson, Osa Four Years in 

Paradise 

African adventure 

 Markham, Beryl West With the 

Night 

 

 

 

Colonial Kenya, an epic autobiographical 

tale of aviation adventure and hunting 

 Marshall, Edison The Heart of the 

Hunter 

Spellbinding big game stories 

 Masters, John Bugles and a Tiger Colonial India by a master 

 Matthiessen. Peter The Snow Leopard The National Book Award winning work 

by this remarkable author 

 McQuarrie, Gordon Stories of the Old 

Duck Hunters and 

Other Drivel 

A duck hunting humor classic 

 Miller, Charles Battle for the 

Bundu 

Probably the best and most exciting East 

African WW II story told 

 Morris, Donald The Washing of the 

Spears 

Riveting story of the Zulu wars 

 Morris, Edmund The Rise of 

Theodore Roosevelt 

Pulitzer Prize winning biography 

 O’Connor, Jack Hunting in the 

Rockies 

A classic North American hunting book 

 Ortega, y Gasset, Jose Meditations on 

Hunting 

The classic book on “why we hunt” 

 Patterson, J.H. The Maneaters of 

Tsavo 

Hair-raising African hunting tales of the 

fabled 2 man-eaters 

 Patterson, R.M. Dangerous River Thrilling Canadian adventure 

 Roosevelt, Kermit and 

Theodore 

East of the Sun and 

West of the Moon 

T.R.’s sons explore Asia and hunt Marco 

Polo sheep 

 Roosevelt, Theodore Outdoor Pastimes 

of an American 

Hunter 

N.A. big game hunting tales 

 Roosevelt, Theodore Ranch Life and 

Hunting Trails 

N.A. big game – T.R.’s first book on the 

subject 

 Ruark, Robert The Old Man and Autobiographical stories of his youth in 



the Boy North Carolina 

 Ruark, Robert The Horn of the 

Hunter 

African big game – mainly buffalo 

 Siemel, Sasha Tigrero No better jaguar hunting book has ever 

been written 

 Sheldon, Charles The Wilderness of 

Denali 

Alaskan exploration and dall sheep hunting 

 Smith, Edmund Ware The One-Eyed 

Poacher of 

Privilege 

Hunting humor stories set in Maine 

 Smith, Wilbur When the Lion 

Feeds 

African adventure novel (His first of many) 

 Vavra, Robert Tiger Flower A fairy tale for children and adults 

 White, Stewart Lions in the Path Lion hunting at its best 

 Young, G.O. Alaskan Yukon 

Trophies Won and 

Lost 

Alaska and Yukon hunting adventure and 

tragedy  

 

 

 

Most all are generally available in reprinted or later editions 
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